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"Chattels" are visible, tangible, movable personal property, | not amounting to a freehold or leasehold,” although the word 
"chattels" may be used in a broader sense.” Chattels also include goods that, for temporary purposes, are somewhat attached to 


the land.* A "chattel personal" is a tangible good or an intangible right, such as a patent. 


The word "movables" is derived from the civil law, and in its older usage seems to have been limited in meaning to utensils, 


furniture, ornaments, and the like, used for the furnishing and ornamentation of a house.° However, it is now generally 
understood to includes things which may be carried from one place to another, whether they move by themselves, or whether 


they are inanimate objects capable of being moved by extraneous power.’ The nature of a movable is generally such that its 
identity is not lost if it is moved from one location to another.® Sinks and fans placed on a premises by a former lessee are 
movables,” as are portable window unit air conditioners and racks attached to window sills by screws, an electrical extension 


cord with a socket and bulb at its end, copper tubing connected to a refrigerator, and small doghouses. 2 
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Unharvested crops may be personal property for some purposes, but they are not movable property, |! and standing timber may 


acquire the status of personalty in some circumstances, although it is not movable. ! 


Neither "chattels" nor "movables" include choses in action, in their original signification, |” although the choses in action are 


personal property. - 
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Footnotes 

1 Dodge Data & Analytics LLC v. iSqFt, Inc., 183 F. Supp. 3d 855 (S.D. Ohio 2016) (applying Ohio law); 
Clancy v. Oak Park Village Athletic Center, 140 Mich. App. 304, 364 N.W.2d 312, 40 U.C.C. Rep. Serv. 
832 (1985). 
A "chattel" is moveable or transferable property. In re Marriage of Langham and Kolde, 153 Wash. 2d 553, 
106 P.3d 212 (2005). 
"Chattels" are movable goods. In re Szerwinski, 467 B.R. 893, 77 U.C.C. Rep. Serv. 2d 9 (B.A.P. 6th Cir. 
2012) (applying Ohio law). 

2 Clancy v. Oak Park Village Athletic Center, 140 Mich. App. 304, 364 N.W.2d 312, 40 U.C.C. Rep. Serv. 
832 (1985). 

3 Dodge Data & Analytics LLC v. iSqFt, Inc., 183 F. Supp. 3d 855 (S.D. Ohio 2016) (applying Ohio law). 
As to "chattels real," see § 23. 

4 In re Szerwinski, 467 B.R. 893, 77 U.C.C. Rep. Serv. 2d 9 (B.A.P. 6th Cir. 2012) (applying Ohio law). 
A zip line operated by a camp was moveable property, or "chattel." Oldja v. Warm Beach Christian Camps 
and Conference Center, 793 F. Supp. 2d 1208 (W.D. Wash. 2011). 
In re Marriage of Langham and Kolde, 153 Wash. 2d 553, 106 P.3d 212 (2005). 
McNamara v. Oilfield Const. Co., Inc., 417 So. 2d 1311 (La. Ct. App. 3d Cir. 1982), writ denied, 422 So. 
2d 157 (La. 1982); Strobel v. Northwest G. F. Mut. Ins. Co., 152 N.W.2d 794 (N.D. 1967). 
Succession of Young, 205 So. 2d 791 (La. Ct. App. Ist Cir. 1967). 
Bailey v. Kruithoff, 280 So. 2d 262 (La. Ct. App. 2d Cir. 1973). 

9 Automatique New Orleans, Inc. v. Capitano, 211 So. 2d 757 (La. Ct. App. 4th Cir. 1968). 

10 Lafleur v. Foret, 213 So. 2d 141 (La. Ct. App. 3d Cir. 1968). 

11 Am. Jur. 2d, Crops §§ 3 to 7. 

12 Am. Jur. 2d, Logs and Timber § 8. 

13 First Nat. Bank v. Holland, 99 Va. 495, 39 S.E. 126 (1901). 

14 §§ 25, 26. 
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